RENE DESCARTES
[Born 1596.   Philosopher, mathematician and scientist.   Descartes
was the founder of modern philosophy, for his outlook was profoundly
affected by the new  physics  and astronomy.    He  was  the first
philosopher since Aristotle not to accept the foundations laid by his
predecessors, but to attempt to construct a complete philosophic
edifice de novo.   To obtain complete quiet, he enlisted in the Dutch
army 1617.   On the outbreak or the Thirty Years' War he transferred
to the Bavarian army 1619.   In Bavaria, during the winter of 1619,
the weather being cold, he got into a stove in the morning, and stayed
there all day meditating;   by his own account his philosophy was
half finished when he came out.   In 1621 he gave up fighting, but his
meditation was so constantly interrupted in civilian life that, in 1628,
he joined the army that was besieging La Rochelle.    From 1629
until 1649, he lived in Holland to escape persecution, but even so he
himself suppressed his book, Le Monde, which maintained two heretical
doctrines :  the earth's rotation and the infinity of the universe.   In
September 1649, Queen Christina of Sweden sent a warship to fetch
Descartes as she wanted daily lessons from him, but it turned out that
she could not spare the time except at five in the morning, and this
unaccustomed early rising in the cold of a Scandinavian winter was
too much for Descartes, who fell ill and died in 1650.]
T
HE Societie of Jesus glorie in that theyr order had the
educating of him.
He was too wise a man to encomber hirnselfe with a
Wife; but as he was a man, he had the desires and appetites of
a man; he therefore kept a good conditioned hansome woman
that he liked, and by whom he had some Children (I thinke 2
or 3.)   'Tis pity but comeing from the Braine of such a father,
they should be well cultivated.
He was so eminently learned that all learned men made
visits to him, and many of them would desire him to shew
them his Instruments (in those dayes mathematicall learning
lay much in the knowledge of Instruments, and, as Sk Henry
Savile sayd, in doeing of tricks) he would drawe out a little
Drawer under his Table, and shew them a pake of Compasses
with one of the Legges broken; and then, for his Ruler, he
used a sheet of paper folded double.
Mr. Hobbes was wont to say that had Des Cartes kept
himselfe wholy to Geometric that he had been the best Geometer

